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Jox No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial appUcability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement • 

I. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Claims 


1-11 


YES 




Claims 


None 


NO 


Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 


1-11 


YES 




Claims 


None 


NO 


Industrial applicability (lA) 


Claims 


1-11 


YES 




Claims 


None 


NO 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

Documents cited for the purpose of compiling this report: 

(Dl) WO 2003/054837 Al (COLLOTYPE LABELS PTY LTD et al.) 3 July 2003 

See figures 1-3 and pages 4 and 5; 

(D2) US 6332631 Bl (KIRK) 25 December 2001 

See figures 13 - 15 and columns 6 and 7; 

(D3) AU 200143896 Al (CLASSIC PACKAGING PTY LTD) 22 November 2001 

See whole dociunent; and 

(D4) US 5924739 A (GARBUTT) 20 July 1999 

See figures 4-7 and colxmrnis 4 and S. 

NOVELTY (N\ and INVENTIVE STEP aS) claims 1 - 11 

Claims 1 - 11 are novel and involve an inventive step in light of the cited prior art documents, Dl - D4, that do 
not disclose, either alone or in obvious combination, aU of the features defined in the claims. In particular none 
of the cited prior art documents disclose a bottle capsule so arranged to permit separation of a tag fi-om the' 
capsule to form two disconnected sections, the section forming the tag, retaining the information wherem the 
lengfli of the tag may be greater than the largest circumference swept out by the capsule when fitted to the botfle. 
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IMPROVEMENTS TO BOTTLE CAPSULES AND/OR BOTTLE LABELS 
TECHNICAL FDEaLD OF THE INVENTION 

The present inventirai relates to improvcmoits to bottio cqtiniles, in particuUir but not 
cxcluavely to improvements to bottle capaarics used on wno botUes^ 

5 BACKGROUND ART KNOWNTO THE APPLICANT 

The metal or plastics "capsule" or covet fliat wraps wound the business end of a wino or 
champagne botdc was origjnatly designed to protect a corit fiom ihe actions of bunowing 
insects and mice that would nomially have been found in a wine celljff. Oiiginany the capsule 
-was made of lead foU but safety fears about lead itself meant that by the 1990s, this metal was 
to no longer used. ■ . 

Hie cost of usmg or otherwise developing other motals or melal alloys for the same purpose 
prompted the development of capsules made from other materials whidi in turn, has lead to the 
UeveJoptnent and wide spread use of the present day coloured (or mdeod clear) plastics capsules, 
whose function is now generally repdded as purely decorative. 

15 In modem wine bottles, only the head of the capsule is routinely removed and Owown away. 
This h carried out by culUngthe capsule head with a blade (usually by running the blade around 
tho neck of Ihe bolUe) and then levering off the head with the blade to expose tiic cork. 

II is oJlen the case that individuals drinkiiig champagne or wine (aspccially if they have enjoyed 
it) want to recall the name of the bottle for fiiturc rofcrcncc. Unfortunately, unless someone has 
20 Ute presence ormlod to write down the relevant details of the botdc somewhere and to then 
keep the details safe. unlU they arc required, this infeimfltion is usually lost with the passage of 
time. Steaming off the entire whie label is impnujlicaL 
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UsualJy, fliisproWem is solved by ripping off the wine or champagne bottle label or keeping the 
unk. However, these solutions are themselves ftangjit with difficulties as the labels tend to be 
very well gluod to the bottle, making their nanoval very difBcult end the codes are usuaUy to 
bulky to be kept for long periods. 

5 It is an object of the present invention Co attempt to alleviate this problem or to at least provide 
the pubUc with » usefiJ choice and whilst the present invehtion is embodied in sevcaal diffcrcnt 
aspects, it will be clear from this broad badcgronnd review that each of the separate aspects are 
so linked as to feim part of the same invradive concept 

STATEMENTS OF THE INVENTION 

10 Acoordmgtothepiesentinventioninit8broadeslajpeet.thereisprovi^ 

incoiporating u tag containing informaUon, wherein the tag and capsule are so arranged as to 
permit separation of die tag thmi the capsule to form two disconnected sections, the s^n 
forming the tag rctainmg the information. 

Aecoiding to a second aspect of the present invention, there Is provided a botdc capsule 
15 incoiporatingatagwherconinformationas8ocialcdforcxample,wilhthecontenl8(^^ 

thereof) of a botdc diat the c^e is to be fitted, is appUed, vAenan the tag and capsule are so 
arranged as to pennit separadon of the tag ftom the capsule to fom two discomiected secH ons, 
the section foiioing the t^, retaining the informBlion. 

This tends to alleviate the problem as oudmed aboveas the tag is designed to be easUy 
20 separablefiomdieiestof thecapsuleaudttietagonceiemovedisasereetandmay be 

contained in a wallet until requued later. Such an aningement could also aid in die 
displacement or removal olal least a portion ofthe caps^Ae from a bottle diat die capsule tiiat 
has berai fitted, once the disconnecled sections have been Ibrmcd. 



25 



Furdicrmoie, in respertofdiebottte capsule, for the purposes ol hygiefie and to serve 
evidence of tampering, the botttc capsule ofthe present mvenUon when applied to a boltie either 
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llie bottle capsule for «e botfle or as abolUe c^ule lhal overlies an existing boiUe c^o 
(convenlioiial or otherwise) oould serve as a Uwnper proof device for Ac bottle If it were to be 
usedinttiis manner Ucouldbe in ttie form of a clear plastics bottle capsule, espociaUy if wcrctt) 
overlie an exisling bolUe capsule thai had already been proappUcd to a bottle. 

1-ho tag (or infonnalion containing section) may contain the following infoTmaUon, the name of 
a wine, if the bottlecontents are a wine, a website address for more infhrmation, and/or a 
telephone number about theboUle contents or about one or more of the vendors of the botdc or. 
its contents. The information contained on the tag may also relate to something totaUy unrelated 
to the bottle contents or a vendor fhercoC 

For ewmjple. a Ihitd parly may wish to promote some aspect of their company on the tag and 
loi^ge with one of the vendors for this to occur. Alternatively, die tag nuqr simply contain, a 
text number or letter code that if topped in on a mobile phone and sent, will be lewaved by an 
SMS key word/nnmbcr server, tiiat vvill then automatically re-send to that mobUe phone, foil 
details of tiie wine , as an example, as well as details ofacompetitioti to enter. 

The infonnalion may be located on tiio exposed exterior sorfece oftiietagsothatitoanbeseen 
at all times, or h can be located on die opposing sud&ce of «jb tag and only seen once flie tag 
has been sepaniled fiom the rest of the capsule. Alternatively, rather like a "stick of rock", the 



Amended Sheet 



PCT/NZ2004/000298 
Received 22 June 2005 

10TI17/WO_Pl3Uimii_20050621 JOHdoo 

-9- 



1. A botUe capsule incorpotating ti (ag whereon infonnation as^sociated for example, wifh 
tho contents (or a vendor tfaereol) of a bottle that the oapside is to be fitted, is applied, 
Ihe (ag and capsule are so ananged as to pcnnit sepanU^ of Ihetagfromthecqpsule (o 

S form two disconnected sections, the section forming (ho tag, xctaining the informadon 

wherein the I^igtti of the tag nuiy be greater than (he largest circumference swept out by 
the capsule viien fitted to the bottle. 

2. A botdc capsule as claimed in claim l,whexeui the lag incorporates a material containing 
prc-prlnted matter. 

10 3. A bottle capsule as claimed in claun 2, wherein molerial contains pre printed matter in 
the form of a text menage. 

. 4. A boUle capsule as claimed m any preceding claim, wherein the tag is lategrally formed 
or integrally assembled with the capsule. 

5. A bottle c^sulc as claimed in any preceding claim, wherein the arrangement to separate 
IS ' the lag from ttic remainder of the capsule is through the itse of a ntunber of j&angible 

sections, wherein a number of additional frangible sections not parallel with the tag- 
capsule frangible sections also exist to aid the complete removal of the capsule from a 
bottle to which the capsule has been fitted. 

6. A bottle capsule as claimed in any preceding claim, wherein the tag is fomied from at 
20 least tlie same material a*^ the capsule. 

7. A botfle ciq>su]e as claimed in any pn^ceding claim, wherein removal of the tag results in 
the automatic removal of the mlire cq)sulc from a bottle thai -the capsule has been fitted 
to. 
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8. A botdo capsule as dabued m any pioccding claim, wheidn flie tag when the boUle 
capsule is fitted to a bolUe, is located djovc the botdc flange. 

9. A bottle capsidc substantially as hereh described with tcfis^ 
Hgine I of die accompatqong drawing. 

5 10. A bottteincoipomting a bottle capsule as claimed in any preceding cUdm. 

1 1. A method of applying infonnaUon to a botttc capsule of ttie type herein dcsicribed 
comprisfaig the stqps oH 

1) applymg the infonnation onto a material capable of accepting a number oH^ 

2) fitting die material to a tag of aboUle cq>sulo and; 
10 3) fitting flie bottle capsule to a botfle. 
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ABSTRACT 

Individuals drinking champagne or wine may want to fccall the name of the bottle for fulurc 
icfcrence. Unrortnnately, unless someone has the presence of mind to wrftc down the relevant 
details of the bottle somewhere and to then Keep the details safe, untU required, this information 
is usuany lost with flic passage of time. Steaming off the entire wine label is impractical. ; 
Usually, dus problem is solved by ripping off die wine or chanq>agne bottle label or keeping the 
cork. However, these solutions are imptactical. This problem is solved by provmg a bottle 
capsule or label incoipotating a tag containmg inrorraation, wherein the tag and capsule/label 
arc so arranged as to permit separation of the tag from the capsule/label to fiwrn two 
disconnected sections, ttie section forming the tag retaunng the infimnatlon. 
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